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VVherein you have theſe pleas for 
Przlacy, diſcuſſed, and anſwered. 


FA 


The pretended eAntiquitio of Prelacy. 
The qualitt? 0 of ſome men who have beea Prelates, as Hartyrs, 
and Cham pions for the Truth. 
The oretended peaceable and proſperous tame s we have had, un- 
acer Prelaticall Government. 
-T he offence that many are {aid,will take, at the aboliſhing of it, 
The pretended univerſall p; rats iſe of the Chri tian World, 
T he pretended ſetableneſſe of ir to the policy of this State. 
The pretended diſagreeing of ſuch, who dc fire another Govern- 
Ments 
The probabilitic it hath from the inſtitution by the eApoſtles, 
Wherein by way of Anſwer, there are divers A rguments #2976 
thea probable, to ſhew the nnlawfullacſſe of Prelacy. 
9. Thecontinuance of it for many eAres without any alteration, 
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If the Servant ſhall fay , I love my Maſter . I with not goe out 
free : Then, his Maiter ſhall 5ring him to the -poſt, and 
ſhall bore his care through with an Awle, and hee ſhall ſerve 


him for ever. 
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To the Reader. 


x 
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T will ſeeme nothing fl that amidſ? 
'fomany Petitions againſt Prelacy, from 
all the parts of the Kingdome, ſome one 
= ſhould ſet forth, and appearefor it , if we 
conſider how many Papiſts and Po piſhly- af. 
feed have for many yeares fornd peace and 
eaſe under the ſhaddow thereof * How many 
members of the Prelaticall Hierachy do feele 
their Foundations ſhaken, and their Hope s bla- 
fted ; Flow many Worldly-men doe feare the 
yoke of Chriſt, and ſhurne to be brought under - 
the obedience of, the Goſpell, And how many 
there be that are miſtaken with the conceipt of 
the external pompe and glory of the ( hurch, of 
the Governing of the Church by the rules of 
humane-policy,and of the dangers whickgnay 
enſue upon alterations Wee know that even 
Baal had the men of the Citty who Phend- 
+5 ew 


To the - = 


edfor him: That curfed Tericho found fas 
eOONT with Hiel the Bethelire that many. :cHyed 
out, great is Diana ; and that the zuine of Ba- 
bylon, although a matter of Halelujah to the 
oodly who finde in ber the þlood of Prophets, 
and of Saints, 1s bewailed and lamented by the 
Marchants of the earth, andſuch as harveli- 
wed deliciouſly with her. The Prelacy wass 
lat? growne to ſuch Great nefle this, Kin 
dome , that it were a wonder, ifit ſhould nt 
find ſome ts up hotd it, and yet toſuch Tuſolency, 
that it were a won: ler, if. at this opportunty,it 
ſhould not fall. Wee doe for our parts finde our 
ſelroes bound, both to warne, and call upon all 
men tobe wiſe, andto obſer ve the wonderfull 
worke of God, leſt happily they be found fight- 
ing again} God,and alſo to remoove flumbling 
blocks out of the way , that the weake beenot 
hindered or %iſcourao wow in praying an! petitions 
ing for a Reformation » Which is all thatis 
aimed at, in thee following pages. 
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The hamble Petition of, &c 157 


HWMBLY SHEWE TH, 
BO cy HA T whereas cha hath of 
PN - late a Petition ſubſcribed 
- 'by manie(whoprerend to 
be Inhabitants of this Ci- 
SL tic) becn deliyered, recei- 
ved, 26" read in this HoxnorkaBrLeE 
Houſe,a arhft che ancient, preſent, and by 
Law  Dliſhed Governenittir of the 
Church, andthar not ſo much forthe Re- 
forniSion of Bifhops, as for the utter ſub- 
verſion and extirpation of Epiſcopacy i ic 
A3  lelfe 


| (r). 
ſelfe. We whoſe names areunderyritten, 
ro ſhew there bee many, and thoſe of the 
better ſort of the Inhabirancs of this Citty, 
otherwiſe.and bettermigded, doe himkly 

' repreſent untothis Honourable houſc,thele 
conſiderations following. © 
I. That Epiſcopacy is asancient as Chri- 
ſianicy ic ſelfeinthis Kingdome. 

[1.. That Biſhops were the chietg.ih- 
truments'in'the /Reformation of 
Church againſt Popery,and aftervvardsthe 
moſt eminent Martyrs for the Proteſtant 
Religion , and ſince , the beſt and ableſt 
Champions for the defenceot+ it. 

I IT. That fincethe Reformation, rhe 
times have been very peaceable, happy,and 
glorious, notwithſtanding Epiſcopall go. 
vernmenc in the Church, and therefore thar 
this government can be nocauſe of our un- 
happineſle. ; 

I V, Wee conceivethatnot onely many 
learned, but diverſe other Godly perions 
would be much ſcandalled and troubled in 
_ Conſcience, if the government of Epiſco- 
pacy,conceived by them,to bean Apoſtoli- 
call inſticution, were altered,and lince there 

$i 


w— 


A 


wel 5 ; 
isſo'much'caretaken;that no'man Thould 
be offended in theleaſt Ceremony,we hope 
there will be ſome, that ſuch niens Conſci- 
ences may not bepreſſed upon, 'in a matter 
of an higher nature and conſequence, cſpe- 
cially conſidering that this government by 
Epiſcopacy, is not onely lawyfull and con- 
venient for edification, bur likewiſe ſurable 
and agreeable to the Civill policic and Go- 
vcrnment of this State. RY 
V. That this Governement is lawfull, ic 
appeares by the immediate, univerfall and 


_ conſtantpractice of all che Chriſtian world 


grounded upon Scripture, from the Apo- 
ievritn etothis laſt Age; for above 1500. 
yeares together. It being utterly incredible, 
if not impoſſible, that the whole Church 
forſo long a time, ſhould nbt diſcover by 
Gods vvord this governtmenit'to beunlavy. 


- full, ifithad been ſo: To which may bee 
added, thatthe moſt learned Proteſtants c. 


vetrin thoſe very Churches, which now 
are not governed by Biſhops, doe not only 

hold the govcramenr by Epiſcopacy to be - 
lawfull, bur wiſh, that they themſelves 


might injoy it, © 


Againe, 


(4) wp 
 Againe,thatthe Government by Epiſco- 
pacy, is noj onely lawfull, bur convenient 
foredificatiqn,or as much,or more condu- 
cing.to Viety and devotion thenany other, 
it appeares becauſe no modeſt man denies, 
that the, primitive times were moſt fa- 
mous for Picty,Conltancy, & Perſeverance 
intheFaith, not-wichſtanding more fre. 
ent & more cruel perſecutions,thenever 
haye bin ſince, & yer it.isconfeſſed,thatthe 
Church. in thoſe times. yas governd by 
BYbops. -:Þ roi 5: FE 4 
Laſtly : That the Government of the 
Church;by, Epilcopacy,, is moſt ſyrablero 
the framcand formeof rhe Jivill govern- 
ment herein this Kingdome., it-appeares. 
by the happy & flouriſhingunion of them 
both, for ſoilong atimerogether, whereas. 
no man can giyeusanaſſurance, kgw any? 
Church government befides.this {whereof 
wee hayc had (o long an experience) will 
ſuice and agree with the Ciyill policie.of 
this State: And weiconceiye it may be of 
dangerous conſequence, for men of ſettled 
fortunes ro hazzard their. eſtates, by mak-. 
ng ſo Treat an alteration, 8: venturingup-; | 
on 


| (--: 5 
on a yew formeof Goyerntgent, whereof 
neicher we, nor quranceſtors havehad any 
tryall,or experience ;cſpecially'conſidering 
that choſe, who, would:have Epiſcopacy to 
be abgliſhed, have nor yeragrecd, nor { as 


weare verily perſwaded)ever will or can a- - 


greeupon any other Common forme of 
government to ſucceed inthe roome df ir, 
as appeares by the many different and con. 
trary draughts, and platformes they: hayc 
made and publiſhed , according tothe ſe- 


yerall humors andſ{ects.of thoſe that made 


them, wheras, ſceing every great alteration 


ina Church or State, mult nceds be.dange. 
rous, it is jult and.rcaſonable that whoſo- 
eyer would introducea nevv form in ſtead 


ofan old one, ſhoulg be oblig:di?-demon- 
ſtrate and make. it evidently appeareafore- 


hand : thatthe Government he would in- 


rroduce, is proportionably ſo much berrer, 
chen tharhe would aboliſb, as may-recom- 
pence the loſſe we may ſuſtaine, & may,br 


worthy of the hazard wewuſtrun,in abo- 


lihing the one, and in, introducing andicr.. 


-lingof the other. Butthis weare confident 


can never bce done, in regard of this parti» 


(6) 
- - Andthetfore our humble and carneſt re- 
queſt torhis Honearable houſe is,that as well 
in thisconfiderarion; as all the.other aforcs 
faid, we may ſtill injoy that Government, 
which meft probably holds irs inſtitution 
from the Apo/tles,8: moſt certainly irsplan- 
ratioti wich out Chriſtian faith - wrt this 
Kingdome, wherc'iit hath ever fince flouri- 
ſhed and continued formanyages without 
any interuption or alreration, whereby ir 
plaifly appeares, thatas itis the moſt excel- 
lent governmentin itſelfe : ſo it is the moſt 
ſurable, moſt agrecable, & every way moſt 
proportionableto' the Civill conſtitutions 
and temper of this State: and therefore We 
pray & hope will alwaics be continued, & 
preſervedin icand by it, notwithſtanding 
the abuſes and corruptions which in'fo 
long tract of time through the errors'or ne- 
gligence of men havecreptinto it, which 
abuſes arid corruptions beeing a]l of them 
(vohat8 how many ſoever fo y tnay bee) 
bur mecrely accidenrall co Epifcopacy :We 
coneeiveand hope, there may be a Refors. 
mation of che-one:withour deftruction of 
cheother; which is the humble Suit of &c. 
: THE 


FOR THE PRELATES 
Briefly Examined. | 


E TIS names are underwritten, 


 thebetter ſort of the Inhabitants 
of th# Citie, otherwiſe and better 
minded, dee humbly repreſent un- 
#0 this Honourable Houſe, theſe Conſiderations. 


How much better theſe Petirioners:are than 


the former, let not their owne, judgements, but 


to ſhew there be many, aud thoſe of 


. Pets 


Arl.. 


their worke determine. Wee will not examine ' ' Y 


their mindes, what they think, but their conſide-: - 


rations, what they publiſh, which are: 


I. That Epiſcopacy is as ancient as Chriftianitiet it 
ſelfe in this Kinzdpme. 


This is.a confi deration. to oaine time by, how 
farre about muſt we goe to ſearch all antiquitie, 


before the ſtrength of this conſideration can come; 


6 to 


| Det. 


Anſ.t. 


(8) — | 
to an ifue, The moſt ſpeedy and beft way of de- 
rermining,is to goe to that which is moſt ancient, 
the certaine infallible rule. . | 

2 Hiſtorytells us, thac Chriſtianitie came into 
In Brittanni- England | by-S19:9% Zelotes, and L oſeph of Ar 14> 
am Simonem thea,who lived in the times of penning that Scrip- 
Zelotem ve- tyre, which muſt be the rule of our Church go- 
nifſe. Niceph. | : 

1.3. cap. 4. Vernment ; put us not off therefore with the ruſt 
fibir, Fo- of your antiquitie, but give us the gold of divias 
ſepbum Ari- truth | _ 
matheenſem G - 
& Philippo A- | | 
poBolo poſt diſperfionem ex Galliis iu Brittanniam miſſum eſſe circa annum Don.bz, 


« Eumgz toro wite (ue tempore in iis terris Doftrinam Chriſti tradidiſſe, Baleus ex 


Anglicis quibuſdam Scriptoribus inter quos & G ildam nomat, aſſeyerat, Cent.1s 


Magdeburg. l. 2. c, 2. & Cent. 1. | 1.6.10. 


4 If whereſoever mention is made of Biſhops in 
the Hiſtory of Antiquitie, you bring it ro prove 
the lawfulneſſe of your Biſhops in controverhie, 
you abuſe the Reader; for we ſay that Biſhops in- 
deed are ancient, but ſuch Biſhops as the Scrip- 
tures ſpeake of, namely, Presbyters in ſeverall 

New. Big, Congregations. St, Patrick in his time had foun- 
Fire. ded in relaydthree hundred ſixty five Churches, 


' Ex/ebivs], q, and ordeined ſo many Biſhops. Euſebixs tells us 


6. 16, of one Zoticus, Biſhop of the Village of Coman. 
Theed.1.5.c.4. bind; Theodoret of Mares Biſhop of a ſmall rowne 
Tere Temas. called Soligha ; Ferome of Aſclepias Biſhop of a 

ſmall towne.in Africa, What Antiquicie relates 


concerning the government of Churches withmr 


themſelves,and how ſmaller Churches invillages 
cameto be under the power of Paſtors of greater 

Churches in Cities, is very obſervable. — 

| | nd 


=; 


Me 


Ee 


; (9) rr 
find it written. The policy of the Churches waz Erer /ent tm 
like that of members in one body, where all ſuffer oor rays ” 

hy Te | | 'S ſicur 
rogether,an:are helpfull each ro other : hence we membrorum in 


have ſomany Epiſtles of Churches and Teachers 9 c0rpore, 
| ubi omnia uni 


writ to others, which:came neither from ſubjeci- compatinntur, 


on or authoritic, but from loye and defire of edi- 7roſpiciunt ac 
medentur,hins 


fying z bur becauſe rhe light of the Goſpel, ſet vp [;,,: ror Epi. 

in ſome one Citie,by little and little did inlighten Fole aliarum 
theleſſer Townes adjacent, therefore thoſe Chur- pug - 
ches did acknowledge and reverence that Citie, as /eripte,que 


from whence the light of the Goſpel ſprung to 79 ex.iapmris 


them, as their Mother ; and did conſule with the (16/,/00/6* 


Officers thereof in controverſies and things per. ci/ceb2rur, ed 


ans 4 TYP > ex charitateer 
raining tothe Church ; and ifahy thing were not edificidi Pu- 


well done, they did admoniſh and freely rebuke 4ic:Quun ve- 
one another, and friendly ſubjed& cach to other. 72 "x Evan- 
Thoſe that exceld in gifts Lorded it not over 0- 7 ſhe oro 
thers, but miniſtred unto them ; bat thoſe Chur. accen/a pau- 


| vi PR as latim wicinas 
ches where the Apoſtles and other eminent men ,,,” ay 09h 


caught, were of grear eſteeme and honored 2ccor- dula illumina- 


dingly. But this cuſtome afterwards grew to' a {> & ex be. 
ne conſtitutis 


' Law, as appeares by the Nicene Councell, where ecclefic, ub; 


ſome Churches, with their Biſhops,arc made ſub- _ doffores 
jet by a Law, andcompeld to obey ſome other ;,;. wo ci. 
one Church and her Biſhop. And in this age, Fantia infg- 
namely, the ſecond Century, the Story ſayth, Ir 7** /ermarie 
IL <6 prodibant, 
cannot be ſhewed by the teſtimony of any appro- quaj colenie 
ved Author, that of fo many Churches as were pt: conn 
planted by the Apoſtles, any one did arrogate ſu- j;, xe. 
fie quaſi ma- 
rrem agnoſcebant, hee yero conſustudo juxta yerbum Dei obſeryata, hoc ſecu- 
lo & ſequenti in legem abiit,ut in Niceno Concilio, @ c. Magdeburg. (ent. 15. 


"PY B 3 periority 


OY 


(10) TD 
periority over others, by divine or Apoſtolicall 
authoritie, neither did other Churches acknow- 
ledge, or honour any one of them as ſuperiour,. 

- whoſe Biſhop ſhould have power to appoint Ce- 
remonies or make Decrees,to which all ſhould be 
bound. EOF 

4 -. The Conſtitution of Dioceſan Biſhops in Zg- 
land, was firſt in imitation of the Heathens, who 
had their Arch-Flamins, and Flamins, in ſtead 
whereof that the Chriſtians might gaine them to 
Pid, Pager. theie Religion, the ſeate of theArch-Flamins of 
Chriſtianogra- London, York, and Cheſter, were changed into the 
phiegncreti® ſeas of three Archbiſhops, and of the Flamins in- 
cited, -totheſeas of Biſhops; and one Devotus Biſhop of 
Wintheſter, had all the poſſeſſions of the Pagan- 
Flamins,even twelve miles compaſſe round about - 
the Citie conferd upon him and his Clergje, in 
which were conteined thirty-two Villages. 

5 The Chriſtian world knew no Dioceſes made 
Polzd. dein= yp of many Pariſhes,till the yeare 267.as Poljdore 
VERSES: Virgil teſtifies, therefore Dioceſan Biſhops can- 

not be ſoancient as Chriſtianitie in Ezgland, 

6 Suppoſe Bifhops were ſo ancient, as you pre- 
eend, yet they may be Anchriſtian, -becauſe the 
Scripture tells us, that Antichriſt began to work 
inthe Apoſtles time. | 

Per. 2. That Biſhops were the chiefe inſkruments inthe - 
| reformation of the Church againſt Popery.. 
eAvſ.x. - Thatſome good men ſhould not ſee the evill 
of Epiſcopacy in the darknefſe of Popery,it is no 
marvaile. p | | 
2 If their places were therefore good,becauſe the 
| men 


(1) 


men were inſtruments of reformation, then now 
theirplaces arenaughr, becauſe they are Inlers 
and inſtruments of ſo much corrupting Innova- 


tion. | 
Moſt of the Biſhops then were the chiefe hin- 


derers'of the reformation, witnefle M artin Bucer 


ina ſpeech of his to King Edward, Your Majeſty 
(faith he) doth ſee, that this reſtoring againe the 
kingdome of Thriſt,which we require, yea, which 
the ſalvationof usall requireth, may in no wiſe be 


. expected rocome of the Biſhops, ſeeing there be 2carcin Bucer 


ſo few among; them which doe underſtand the de regno Chri 


power and proper offices of this kingdome,' and** 


very many of them,by all meanes(which poſſibly 
they can and dare.) either oppoſe* themſelves a- 
oainſt it, or defer and hinder it. IO 
Had not King Edward, though young, ſet his 
heart for Reformation morethan the beſt of the 
Biſhops, it had never proceeded fo farreas it did, 
when Cranmer 'and Ridley prefſed him to permir 
his Siſter the Lady Mary to have Maſle in her 
houſe, the King having heard 'what they could 
ſay, replyed out of the Scriptures ſo fully, that 
they were inforced to give place to his replicati- 
on,and grant the ſame to be true. Then they after 
long debating with his Majeftie in this manner, 
laboured politiquely in another ſort,and alledged 
what dangers the denying thereof might bring to 
his Grace, what brea&Fof amitic on the Empe- 
rours part; what troubles, what unkindnefſes,and 
what occaftons- ſundry wayes it would inforce ; 


unto whom the King anſwered, willing them ro 
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(12) 
content themſelyes, for he would, he ſaid, ſpend 
his life, andall he bad, rather than to agree. and 
grant to (har. he knew to be againſt the truth, 
The which when the Biſhops heard, notwithflan- 
ding they urged him ſtill ro grant, and would by 
no meanes have his pay. Then the good King 

- . ſeeing their importunate ſyire, in the end his ren- 
der heart burſting out into bicter weeping and 
ſobbing, he defired them to be content ; wherear 

Fox Marty- the Biſhops weptas faſt as he, andacknowledged, 

rol. in Edw.6. the good King had,more Divianitie in his little 


- Þ653 edit. 


1637. finger, than they had inall their bodies, 

per, 3+ Biſhops were moſt emingnt Martyrs. 
An. 1. Of many Biſhops there were ſome. few Mar- 
'  tyrs, but what Biſhops were they * Latimer upon 
the comming forth of the fix Articles in King 
Henry theeight his time,didfreely and of his own 
accord, refigne his Biſhoprick, and when he put 
off his Rochet, ſuddenly heskipped for joy, fee- 
ling, his ſhoulders {olight,being diſcharged(as he 
ſaid ) of, ſo heavy a burden, and gloried: in the 
title of a 2#ondam. Hooper was another, and: he 
48:and on, Made ſupplication to the King, defiring his. High- 
de Hoopero, neſle either to diſcharge him of the Biſhoprick, or 
| els to diſpence with him of ſuch ceremoniall or- 
Epiſe. roKing ders, as were required of him. Alſo concerning 
Ed. 6. Ceremonies, he faith thus; Behold how fearfull 
athing iris, though the intent be never ſo good, 
_ even roadorneand beautifie the Inſtitutions, De- 
crees,and Ordinances of God, withany device of 
man, without. the appointment. of God in his 
Word ; yea, itis no lefſe abominable in the ſigh 
| | of 


(r3) 
of God, then-if man ſhould accuſe him of jgno- 
rance and fooliſhneſſe. Speaking of the Supper Serm 6 ib1s. 
of the Lord, he ſaith, The outward preparation pluca. 
the more fimple itis.the better it is,and the neerer 
the inſtitution of Chriſt and. his Apoſtles. you 
have Bread, Wine, a Table, and a faire Table- 

.cloth,be not ſollicitous.and carcfull for the reſt, 
{ceing they arethings broughtin, not by Chriſt, 
but by Popes. He alſo ſpeaketh expreſly againſt Serm c, npos 
kneeling at the Lords Supper, the Surpleſle, with 1a. 
all the monuments, tokens, and leavings of Pa-,p*m-3-and in 
yy DEL is Declar, ef 
piſtry, and that Excommunicatian ſhould not bee he eighth 
done by the Biſhops alone, but by the Biſhop and Commans. 
all the Pariſh, {5 
Ridley alſo, whenthey put on his Epiſcopall A&s & Mon! 
robes for his degradation, he vehemently inveigh- 
ed againſt that apparel, calling it fooliſh and abe- 
minable,yea too fond for a vice ina play. 
Biſhop Farrer was another Martyr,and he was aa; & Mon, 
ſo ſtrongly ſer againſt their ſuperſtitious ceremo- 
nies, that they made an article againſt him for re- 

fifing to weare a ſquare cap. | 
Whar Biſhops have you more that were Martyrs 

except Cranmer 2 & you ſee what manner of men 

thefewere, and by thar little raſte of their non- 

.conformity,you may judge they would have been 

as forward tothe work of Reformation as any 0- 

ther had rhey lived in theſe times. 

If ſome Biſhops being Martyrs,argues the good- +», 

nefle of their place,then other Biſhops being per- 

ſecutors of the Martyrs,as Bonner and Gardper,ar- 

ues the cvill of their places. iN 


(14) 

FFyofi account ſo highly of the teſtimony” of 

Martyrs. heare whar 'thar' famous Martyr the 

AR.and Mon. T.ord Cobham in Henry 5. his time ſaith, That 

P733-EU the Pope 55 the great head of Antichriſt, 'the 

Priefts and Prelatcs,afd Monkes tlie body, and 

Friets the tajle. A CE Ihe t 

Pet. 4. And ſince were the beſt Champions for the de- 

 fenceof it. $62 

Anſwer, 1, © The moſt famous'Champions we have had in 

* England forthetruth, have been ſuch as have ei- 

ther beenfully againſt Biſhops, or that have held 

 Presbyters and Biſhops to be all one. 

Citedout of” - ToGtor Barnes was condemtied for ſaying thus; 
Maſter Fox by . pe 

* L wil never beleeve,nor canever beleeve.that one 


Cartwrightin & e j 
his ſecond Re- may bythe law of God be Biſhop of two or three 


ply again Cities, yea of a whole Countrey ; for hat it is 


Whitgiſt,p.526 © k : Sg 
Bl'.p CcoOmrary tO the doctrine of S. Paul, who writing 


unto Txf«s,commandeth that he ſhould ordaine a 
Biſhop in every Towne. | | 

Maſter T:zndallin his book of the obedience of 
a-Chriſtian many, pag. 114. ſaith, As thou canſt 


heale no diſcaie, except thou begin at the roo, ſo 


canſt thou preach againſt no miſchicfe, except - 


rhou beginatthe Biſhops. Moreover , in his de- 
tence of the Engliſh tranſlation, hee ſaith; Theſe 
over-icers which now wee call Biſhops after the 
Greek word, were alwayes abiding inone- place, 
to governe the congreeationthere. | 
Doctor Reyzolds, as great a Champion for the 
truth,as any ofthe Prelates, in his Letter to Sir 
Francs Knwwics, requiring his reſolution, whe. 
thertte authority Biſhops have amongſt us, bee 


L . 
- Y i; 
k Gods : "21 
a 
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(5) 
Gods owne ordinance, an{ywereth.negajively, and 


 proyeth at. large by. Writers old and new,thar the. 
now Archbiſhop DoQor Bancroft, vas. in anerror, | 


for preaching otherwiley;;; --. + 2h ig Eh 
. -Dottor-Fulk againſt the Rhemifix. upon. Titus, 
the 1.5. affirmeth, that alþei forogderand ſecm- 

ly government, there was alwayes one priacipall, 


*. 444 


Wee might produce many. others, as DoQar 
Hamphrey Holland, Beacon, Bale, Fox, Bradford, 
and others which of neceſſity we forbearggto-pre- 
vent tediouſneſſe, Onely one who himſclfe yvas a 
Biſhop, and one of thechiefe Charnpions againſt 
Papiſts, yet acknowledged Epiſcopacie not to be 
by divine right; for citing a place out! of Aufin, 
affi:ming that the officeof a Biſhop [is above-the 
office ofa Prieſt.after the names/of honour which 
the cuſtome of the Church hath now attained, _ _ 
hee addes himſclfe , bur not by the authority of __ — ys 
the Scripture ; where alſo hee conſents to that of WW 
Terome,, Let Biſhops underſtand, that they are 
above Prieſts, rather of cuſtome then of ny truth 


or right of Chriſts Inſtitution;and this he doth in 
oppoſition to Hars/rg ,. pleading ſuperiority of 
JRUROPSE £ii 5 ent nns ol LRN 


C 2 = 5. Since 


Pet. . 


Anſwtr 1. 


” 
© $.c\$H086 tbe Reformation the times Dave borne” 


very peeetible happy n4 glevieue, nawithſtanding” 


Epiſcopal government. | 


To whom have thetimes been ſo'? Indeed Bi-- 


ops ahdthelr\Creatures have lived in pompe 


» 


but*how many hundreds of farhAul laborious - 
Miniſters haye been caſt out from all theirmeans - 


of livelihood.themſctves -and-their families pur 
to lamentable extrentities how many have been 
impriſoned;and-brought tountimely ends there * 


How miany-have been driven'ont of their deare - 
QGountrey 2 What reproaches'and: contempt hath 
been caſt uponthoſe that remaine 2 no reformed 
Ohurch in all the'world eanſhew' ſuch lamenta- - 
ble miſcries, that their Miniſters-and people have | 
been put unto fortheir Conſciences , and-that in 
things ofas low a nature as in England can bee / 


Foythat proſperity wee have had. no thanks to 


Elizabeths time, the greater was our proſperity , 


Bur fince the Biſhops gtew-ro-that height ( they - 


. yere lately in) our preſperiry hath been as much 


leſſened ; witnefſe the Iamentable complaints and 
out-cryes of the whole Kingdome againſt the - 
miſcries cauſed by them ; If the lower they were, 


the more proſperous we- were, then-if they were 


not at all, we may very well expect inore proſpe- 


rity then cver. 


This argument of-proſperity- is'the ſame that - 
heathens ous againſt Chiſtians,one Symmas- - 
chus againſt whom Pridentize writ an Epiſtle w + © © 

K.- E £3 T heodoſics MY 
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Fheadofune the Emperour, uſed this argument 'to: 
perſwade continuarice inthe old Religion of the 
Romanes, becauſe' their Common-wealth had 
been moſt tally flouriſhing all the rimethey wor- 


Inpitcy, Apollo, and theirother Gods. So whittk.de 
likewife the heathen perſecuters of -Chriftians'y- Eccleſ. cone. 


fed to fay, whenanyevil befell them : Now-are 
we not ſo fortunate as wee were wont to bee, be- 
cauſe we ſuffer the Chriſtians, -and becauſe'wee 


worſhip nat. our Gads with that zeele as for- 


merly. 


6. We conceive that muny learned and godly per- per. 


fons wauld be much [candaliztd and troubled in con- 
ſtience, if the gevernment by Epiſcopacie were al- 
thed: AB 3ob 8 TRIES 1966: 

| We eonfefſe inthings.. indifferent, that gover- 
nours in commanding, and all men'in practifing, 
ought to be very carcfull in giving offence ; 'the 


Anf' wer 1. 


Scripture layes downe Rules for ordering -us in | 


things indiffcrent, which bind Governours aſwell 


as others. The Apoſtles had as much authority in ' 
the Church,as ever any ſince, and yet they 'durſt 


notenjoyne athing indifferent, which was offen- 


five, bur comcted it neceflary tor abſtain from thar | 


which was offenfive, though in irs owne nature 


indifferent, as inthe matter of eating bloud, 42. 


x5. But in ſuch things wherin we are not arall left - 
ro out liberty, the rules of offence take na place ; | 


If any will bee offended for doing our duty, wee + 


miſt not therefore forbeare. 
The keeping in of Biſhops in theſe times where- 


C3 teſt 


in God ſo ckarly oppoſes then, will be the grea- - 
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(18) 
teſt offence that cver was given'tothe-people:of- 
England,and other reformedChurches.and a ſpe-' 
ciall hardning of our adverſaries,even the Papiſts 
themſelves, who doe extreamly: contend for E-- 
pifcopacie to.bejure divino, witneſſe that Booke 
of Franciſcus a Sanits Clara,called Apologia pro 

« Si quis dixe. EPtſcop® 1 and that Canon of the -Councell of 

cit Epiſcopos ® Trent, If any man ſhall ſay,that Biſhops arc noc 

non ell: Prel- above Presbyters, let him be 4nathems.r. And that 

_ no ag you may {ze what a dangerous offence it is,confi- 

ma fic.Concil. der what miſchievous inferences they make from 

Triden.Sefl. tence” ; As that the Miniſters of all Reformed 

Pannfici exi Churches (where Epiſcopacy is net) arcno:true 

Rimanc,Epi- Minjſters,andtheir Miniſtery to be altogether in- 

Lcopus _ 5 valid.and their Churches to beno true Churches; 

reris jure divi= ) CMM, Para ; 4 hw 

noquoad po- witneſle that of {anſenius,cited by Yoetius; >The 
reſtarem tum Bj(hop onely may call and ordaine Elders, and 

Cs o— in caſe of neceſſity ſhould be ordained 

ſuperioreseſſe, by the Church 3nd Presbyters, he is no Presby- 

Gerar-d® 1- ter, and his whole Miniſtery is invalid. Alſo that 

ni{t Ecch fiz- b . R a 

ſtico, of the Papiſts, cited by Gerardas, who faith thus; 

þSolus Epil- < The Papiſt laying this foundation, that Biſhops 

co 1:5 parei® ;; are above Presbyters jure arvino,doe inferre, that 
nare pres ye Luther had no power of ordaining Miniſters, be- 

vi & quiu"- cauſe he was no Biſhop , but onely a Presbyrer, 


neceſſic :tis ab-and by conſequence, that there are no true Mini- 


Eccl:fi: & ters inour Churches. . And no marvaile, if Pa- 
3 + ++ nag piſts {ay ſo abroad, when our late Arcbprelate in 
non eſt Pres- . 

Lyrer, & invalidum eft omne cju; miniſterium, Voet Deſperar. cauſ. Pop. l.2.c.9. 
c Linde perfo inferune Lutherum non habuifſe poreſt3-c al:osminiſtros ordinandi 
cum non fuir Epiſcopus, ſed duntaxar pres byte» & per conſequensnullos hodie in 
Ecclcfus noſtr.sefle yeros minifiros,Gerard,de miniſterio E:cl«{iaftico, '- 


open 


(19) 
open Conrt at home called reverend Maſter:Cal- 
vin Raſca!l, and ſaid'of thoſe Proteſtant 'Chur- 
ches, that they were no Churches,” becauſe they 
had-no Biſhops ; now: what a ſcandallthisis, ler 
the world judge. F 


1, That Epiſcepacie is wet onely liwfull,but conve- py 


#lentforedification,  _ | 

 Whatedification have wee by Biſhops, unleſlſe 
edification of Altars, Images, and ' Popery © but 
for edification of ſoules by 'the-word, who are 
greater encmics thereunto than Biſhops? Preach- 
ing twice a day is ſufficient to-put a conformable 
Miniſter into their black bil: yea, to ſuſpend-him 
from his Miniſtery.In catechifing they forbidany 
further expoſition than the giving the bare gram- 


Anſwer fo 


_ 


marticalt ſenſe of their forme. And for Prayer, aa 6. 


wherein the Apoſtle makes it a chief work of rhe 
Miniſters of the Goſpell; ro give chemſclves to 
Prayer,as wel-asthe Miniſtery of the Word, they 
will ſuffer no other than reading ina booke; and 
 fſayingoverthe fifty fift Canon. 

In other reformed Churches, where are no Bi- 
ſhops, inevery congregation there is a preaching 
Miciſier ; el Por England, where. 15 __ a ſetled 
maintenance for the Miniſtery, and as many able 
men as in any other place; yet there are divers 
thouſands of congregations withouta preaching 
Miriſtery;and for one Sermon they.preach them- 
ſelves , they hinder many hundreds. Ir is little 
o00d that Prelates doe in this kinde. More of 
God and his Kingdome hath appeared in ſome 
one congregation, where a Miniſter hath _ 
MED. WO 
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whom they have filenced or deprived, than inall 


the Biſhops familics in England z could any god- 
ly Miniſter indure ſuch a Pariſh as Lambeth is, i 
he had ſuch power to xeforme as the Arch-Pre- 
late had « | ' 
When the Parliament hath examined what men 
the Prelates have putinto places, it will appetre 
what edification people have had by their means; 
what places have been more miſetably provided 
for in all the Kingdome, than thoſe that Prelates 
and Cathedralls have had the diſpoſing of. Nei- 
ther hath this becn thorough ſome particular per- 
ſonall corruptions, but the whole Kingdome can 
witneſſe, how generally this hath beenever ſince 
the reformation and if this: bee your edification, 
wee beſcech the Lord in mercie to deliver us 
from it. | 

8. Epiſcopacie « ſutable and agreeable to the ci- 
will policie and government of tha State. 

What is by divine inſtitution, is agreeable to 
all States, and what is againſt it cannot bee agree- 
ableto any Chriſtian government. 

We ſce by our neighbours how agreeable it 
hath beento civill government; hathit not endan- 
gered to bring all things into confufion amongſt 
them 7 | 

Wee our {clves have had full experience, how 
the Prelates and thar faction have ſtopped the 


conrieof Law,and lifted up themſelves above it, 


Pricſts in Pariſhes above the Magiſtrates there, 
and Biſhops above the Nobles, The government 
of our Kingdome js by Parliamentary and Cotn- 
mon 


(24) © 
on Law, but they-{eeke to rule-againft '© 51) 
Fapeares by their Commiſſion , which they have 

mit for the high Commiſſion. In the COPPy where- 
of theſe are their wotds ; That you our ſaid Com. 
poſhoners, and every of you , ſhall diligently and 
faithfully execurethis our Commiſſion, and every 
part and branch thereof ; in manner and forme 5- 
foreſaid, and according to the true meaning there- 
of,notwithitanding any appellation, provocation, 
priviledge, orexemprion,in that behalfe to behad, 
made , pretended or alledged by any perſon, or 
perſons, reſident or dwelling in any place ,, or pla- 
ces, exempt , or not exempt, within theſe our 
Realmes of England, and Ireland, and Dominion. 
of ales, any our Lawes,Statutes, Proclamations, | 
or other Grants , .Priviledges, or Ordinances F 
whichbe or may ſeeme contrary to the premiſles 
ag hogs | | : | 
' King Philip the Imsband of Queen Mary, thought 
it ſo inconſiſtent-with Civill government by the 
Nobility , that upon his dearh-bed calling his 
ſonne unto him , he gave him this counſell; If 
you intend to rule by your Nobles . keepe your 
Biſhops low , and if you would rule by your Bi- 
ſhips, keepe your Nobles low. What diſturbance 
in CivillStates this power of Prelates with Kings 
hath made ,. onr Engliſh Records doe. ſufficiently. 
teſtifie , which no true Engliſh ſpirit can reade or 
relate without a ſadned ſpirit. Marhew Paris, in 
bis Hiſtory tells us of the great power that Peer 
Biſhop of Wincheſter, and Perer Rival, the Biſhops 
Couſen, with other adhetents, had with K. H. 3. 
| ; D Great 


(22) 
Great complaints weremade, that by their coun- + 
fell the Kings heart was turned from the love of 
his ſubje&s, and the hearts of them from him, and 
diſcord was ſown amongſt them ; andthat by the 
{aid counſell of the foreſaid Biſhop and. his fel- 
lowes, King Io» the Kings Father, loſt firſt the 
hearts of his Barons, after that loſk Normandy, and 
afrer that other Lands alſo, and in the end waſted 
all his treaſure, and the Kingdome fora long time 
after had no quiet. By the ſaid counſell alſo, 
England that was the Prince of Provirces , be- 
came Tributary. Moreover , through their wic- 
ked counſell, ſaith the Story,at this preſence,great - 
perturbation ſeemed to hang over the Realme , 
for if it had not beene for their counſell,and if that 
true juſtice and judgement might have beene ad- 
miniſtred unto the Kings ſubjects , theſe tumults . 
had never beene ſtirred , and the King might have. 
had his Land unwaſted, and his treaſure unconſu-- 
med. The faid Biſhop impiouſly tels the Nobles , . 
that the King right-well might call unto him whar - 
forrciners and ſtrangers he liſted, by whom he. 
might be able to bridle his proud rebellious: 
ſubje&s,and fo to keepe them in aw. and good or- 
der : Whereupon the Nobles in great perturba- 
tion departed, promiſing amongſt themſelves in 
this caſe, which touched the ſtate. of the whole: 
Realme, they would conſtantly joyne together, e-_ 
ven unto death. | 

The great diviſions in the Common-Wealth, 
preſently after Conflantives time ; were- made by 
the Biſhops. which the Hiſtorians of choſe times 
doe plentifully teſtifie, " _ _— 


(23) 
\This is not our judgement alone , heare what 
_ Mafter Tixdall faith in his booke of Chriſtian 0- 
bedience, Woe unto the Realmes where Biſhops 
are of the Kings Councell , as profitable are they 
verily unto the Realmes with their Counſells, as 
' wolves unto the ſheep, or the foxes unto the geeſe, 

In France the Reformed Churches not under Bi- 
ſhops, areas good and faithfall fubje&s unto their 
| Prince, and fo acknowledged by himfſelfe , though 
of another Religion , as any hee hath. Hence it ap- 
pezres, that that government which is not Prelati- 
call , may ffand with the peace and civill order of 
a State as well as it. | ods 

9. That this government i lawful , res by the 
immediate and conflent prafiice of all the Chriflian world 
grounded upon Scripture from the Apoſiles time to 
_— age , for above fifreene hundrech yeeres to- 


To that which they ſay,its grounded upon Scpi- 
-pture, wee ſhall ſpeak afterwards , but to- fay thar 
this was the pratice of all the Chriſtian world for 
fifteene hundred yeares , is 2 bold affertion, Wee 
finde in Hiſtory that the Church of Sceeland was 
not governed 'by Biſhops till betweene foure or 
five hundred yeares after Chriſt , although it had 
flouriſhed in the Chriſtian Religion two or three 
bundredycares before. h | 
- Weeanfwveras before , its trne indeed , that in 
alltimes for fittcene hundred yeares there were Bi- 

» but inthis time of the Apoſtles and pre- 
ſently after , Biſhops were much different from 
that they are now as 
EY. +: 20S r, Then 


(24) 
| 1, -Then they were Parochiall nor Dioc efan. 

2.. Even in thoſetimes when Epiſcopacy began 

to grow to ſome height , yet the election of Bi- 

ſhops was by the whole Church, but it is not fo 
 NOW6 | . | 

3.. There was not that ſuperioritie of them.over 

other Miniſters as there 15 now. , | 

4. They challenged not the poer of Ordinati- 
-on and Church cenſures to themſclves,as now they 
. doe. en 00 2 Yo - 

Theſe foure wee undertake now to ſhew you 
briefly , becauſe ere long you: ſhall have them dif- 
cuſſed more largely upon another occaſion. 

For the firſt; Biſhops were Parochitall not -Dio- 
celan; for there were Biſhops of Villazes and 
ſmall Townes, as $0z2men in his ſeventh booke 
teſtifies ;.and according to Evuſebius, Churches 
wherein were Biſhops, were called Pariſhes, lth. 3, 
44: lib. 4. ep; 25.4,:2.06, © a3 oT 

Ignatius faith , Every Church ſhould have het 
CHEmaRen Table, and every Church her-Bi- 

OP. | ; | i OT,INATG 
Ani Cyprian ſaith, The bounds of a Cliurch were 
not rear than a Biſhop miglt call together the 


'o 


whole multitude about the affayres of it.” ':/: 
For the ſecond; Theſe Biſhops were choſen by 
by the whole Church. Ambroſe ſaith, That is truly 


and certainly a divine Ele&tion of a Biſhop,which | 


is made by the whole Church. 

Platiaa.tells.us , that Ludmwvicw the ſecond com- 
minded by his Letters, that the Romans ſhould 
2:100ſe thetr owne Biſhop, not looking for ſtran- 


_ 


Sz 
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gefs'to meddle 3 in it,' for it belonged to the Ciri- 
ZCNsS. 

Ambroſe complaines to Nepotjaniu of the Feat 
diſorder in the clergy , that me run to. Biſhop 
Suffragans:; certaine rimes of the yeare,and bring 
ing choſen of none ; ; And the Brſhop without ny 
lawfull Election is choſen in private of the Ca- 
} nons or Prebendaries onely , without the know- 
ledge of the people. * 

For the third : They had” not ſaperiotitie over 
other Miniſters, as they have now.  - 

The Helvetian: Confeſl.5. 12. hath theſs words, 
Equall - power is given to all Miniſters" of? the 
Church: from! the- beginning 'no 'one preferred 
himſelf before another;, faving'onely for order , 
ſome one did call them together, propounded the 

' matters that were to be conlulted of, and pathered 


- + the vriccs: 


The honour of a Biſhop being: eas frotft the 
reſt of the Miniſters,and given to onegvas the firlt 
ſtep to Papacy. 
Power of Ordination belonged likev iſe to Pref 
- byters , fot beſides the evidence of Scripture ; the 
third Canon of the Gouncell of Carthage ſa 
The Biſhop giving the bleffing , let all the E ter 
' there preſent lay on their hands. | 
i That-they had not the pover of Church cen- 
- ſures'to themſelves; Cyprien (ith, thar the Presby- 
ters and other Church Officers have s$well power 
to abſolve , as the Biſhop. And 1n another pl-ce , 
for as much as abſolutio belong unto! all l alone: 


| dare not ge it, 
An 4: 
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"And 4uguſline,it helpeth much to make thepar- 
: ty more aſhamed, that he be 'excommunicatgg by 
; the whole Chuzxch. res | 
Ferome, The Elders bave intereſt in; other cen- 
i fires of the Church, and the Church it ſelfe in ex- 
. Communication. = | 
| Now if there be ſuch difference betweene our 
'Biſhopsandthe former , why do you againe bring 
their antiquitie > your repetition leads us. ia our 
an fiver to:come againe .to. the ſame thing; may | 
not all ſee how egregiouſly you ſeeke to deceive | 
-the Reader with great words, in pretending that 
'Dioceſan Biſhops were of {6 long ſtanding, be- } 
. cauſe Biſhops were. Wee. ſee by this deceit , how 
dangerons it is to take words that are common'to. | 
many things , and appropriate them to a particu» A 
, lar, if it once gaine the appropriation of a name + 
or title, it will ſoone chillenge the thing nt ſelfe, 
andthe keeping,up the. name. after..it hath been a- 7 
:buſed, will keepeup the thing it ſelfe, and there-''# 
foremo marvaile though men contend-1ſo much A 
for keeping the name of Biſhops. We finde in the ® 
; notes of the Rhemiſts upon that place, 1 7im. 6, 
v,20. They contend much tor the keeping then 
old termes;, let us keep our forefathers words, fay 
they , and wee ſhall cafily keep our old faith, let 1 
them ſay amendment , let us ſay penance, let them | 
ſay the Ek Suns let us. fay the Maſle, ler 
them ſay the Communion Table , let. us fy the 
Altar , let them ſay Elders, Miniſters , let us lay 
Prieſt , let them &: Shneringndens , ler us ſay 
Biſhop, &c. jThey and,wee all have cxperignce 
W 
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(27) SO 
r- | what power words and names have , the ſpirit of. 
y | theſe Rhemiſts have beene lately in many of our 
| men) they began to alter the former age » 
- | buttold you at firſt, they meant. no hurt by rhe 
© | words and” names they upon things, and now 
in this controverſicabout Epiſcopacyztheir chiefe - 
r | prevailing Argument, is the very word POP s | 
which we acknowledge to bea Scriture word , 
but applied fo as they doe, to a certaine kind of 
| | ſuperior Officer in the Miniſtry of their owne'de- | 
2 vilng s when Godgives it to all . Miniſters of the 
Goſpell ; this we ſay hath much evill ir-it , and 
ſ the retaining of it, in this ſenſe, is very danges - 
rous. 52203 
Io. The mot learned Proteflaits in theſe Churches 
'F mhich now are not governed by Biſhops, doe not onely hold © 
© the government to belawfull, but wiſh that they them- 
wb [e/ves may enjoy it, 5 
MM This is boldly faid, but we know the quite con- 
WW trary to be true, both by their writings and by 
7 thoſe that have lived amongſt them. Gerard, in 
# whom wee may ſee the mind of the Reformed: - 
5 Churches, as much as im any, faith ; Wee doe nor - 
[| acknowledgeany inequality of jurifdition thar 
{ Biſhops have over Presbyters jure divine , ſeeing, * 
$ - the contrary may be garbered out of Scripturs, as 
= from 48. 20, 17. 18, and divers other places by ' 
him cited. He alſo being the reſtimony of Ie- - 
| rome, Ambroſe, Auſtin, Sedulins, Primaſins , Chryſe- - 
& flomus, Theodores , Occumenius , and Theophylats , 
/ and anſwers the contrary Arguments of Beller- - 
| mine. Chamjerus alſo who fully knew the —_ 
aha” 
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the refOotined Churches , fxirh' thus * That inthe” 
firſt beginning' of the ' Churches, there were no ' 


ſuch Biſhops as' were afterwards inſtituted , to 


wit, ſuch as ſu jure were over; the Clergy , ſuch ' 
ſf2ith he, were not inſtituted by Chriſt and his A-\ 


Poſtles, *and becauſe that is beſt which is firſt, it 
were better for the Churches, if they were all e- 
ſteemed to be of equall right and degree, and 
when that diſtin& order of the Biſhops from the 


Presbyters was firſt brought in , the Biſhops were Þ} 


not the Monarchs of the Church , nor had power 
over the Clergy,but onely ſome of the chicte were 
choſento, goe' before others in deliberation and 
compoſing of matters. And leſt you ſhould thinke 
the judgement of the the Divines o { the Reformed 
Churches to be altred:, take what Yoetive Pro- 


teffor of Yerecht hath formerly writ , and of late ' 
{aid What he hath writ, you may read in his lear- --X 
ned Tractate de deſparata cauſa Papatus ; where a»... 


me 


of 


monegſt much ym Epiſcopacy , he hath rcheſe * 
paſſages ; We have more- than abundantly pro- b 


ved, that pretended Epiſcopacy is not jure divine. 
Againe , either we are heriticks in this point; 
or the Fathers and Doctors are heriticks with us. 
And that you might not flatter your ſelves in con- 
ceiting, that the reformed Churches wiſh for your 
government, he faith ,' we who! have not that 


order of Biſhops , ſtand not in need of them from® A 


the Fngliſh. And for his ſpeceh; when Biſhop Halls 
book in defence of Epiſcopacy came forth, he ſaid 
What will this poore fellow doe > he hath of late 


read many Le&ures agvinſt the ſuperiority. and 
uritdiction of the Biſhops, II, Againt, * 
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. XI» Age, thigoutrument bf 'Bifcopar)ie co Pek 
Fe: Here you repeats.the argument of Antiquitic = Av/; 
againc, ain cFy: Up:iygbr great: 12/454, but oohcer- | 


ning the Epiſcopacy of the Primitive times,” we 


hav< aid enough before!) The bringins this over 
igang ih ſora eglofle, i bis 00 droeivecha 
W * ; - yr 3 . - Ds. od 4 rs . , ; i 
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- "dy f 246 he government of whe Church by Bpifeo: Pre: 
falys is of. ſugeable 20 theo ame of the Civil gou | 
vernment in this Kingdowe,-appeares by the happit 

4nd flouriſhing 4ni0n of them both for ſo long '« Him 
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Confidering what perſecutions and diſtraQions - er: x. 
there haye. becnin bath Kingdomeyby meakes of _ 
them, neuther wee-nar.the other Kingdomehave 
cauſe to baaltmuch ef flouriſhing-happineſle. © © 

What good hath been by the union of the King® =» 
domes, cannot beattributedrothePyelares'; but -7 - 
whatevill hath ;come.by thediſunisn; hath been 


apparantly by them. + * pdrurye- Fort 
I 3.No mancangiuem aſſurance,how any Chinch go- ©* 
vernment beſides this will ſute well with thi ervillþ0: 
aol fiees cr; noms: -404, on a 2d. © 
_ 'Whatſoever we defire in this kinde; is no-other 4/1, 
thenaccording..to the Word, and wee and:you 
may. aſſure our ſelves, that 'o long as wee walke 
according to that rule, peace ſhall be upon us;'and 


GE Wt 


Reed.” (hs 936A - A. | DB s 
\ This is anargumentr, Pagans: have'uſed agaidſt 2. 

the Chriſtians,vee have worſhipped'onr Gods all /42/ 675k 
this while,andif we bringia anynew way of wor (pre. 
(bp; ——_ —— 01 IG 
ext "7 - | Wee 
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3 pall govern- 


fore, 5; nya FISTS | 
Pet. 14. We conceive it may be of dangers conſequence, 


to-Iits. - ram 1 £ 
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ment, bat-fince:the remoyall thereof, they are of 
oncheartandminde, © on i ann 

2 'There is no government in any Refottned 
' Church, from whichthereareſomany rents, un- 
der which there are ſo many diviſions, as that go- 
ene of Epiſcopacy which wee have in Eng- 

R Many men are afraid fo diſcover themſelves 
" freely, for feare if Epiſcopacy hold, ir will be 
hereafter revenged!'upon them , having had ſo 

much experience of the cruelty of men in that 
place, ham if icwete downe, they would be 
v9 E more 


CO 


mn. 


| G5). 
mare Five to he thei opii to e 
with their brethren.in the truth wo ys cloſe 7 
Reformed Churches in all | places doc agree | 
and why ſhould not wee chinke. there wa: be 
agreement. amongſt us; if Epiſcopacy WEIC, Ie- 
moved? . 
They who ſeeme moſt to differ, yet they differ | 
not one from js fo much, as they. all differ 
from Epiſcopacy. They profeſſe one to- angther, 
- that they canwalke as brethren together in, en- 
; joying communionone withanother i in peaceand, 
OVC. ; 
You ſeeme.to rejoyce inthe ſy of: of diC- 
ſenfions between rejee nth ſpp a gaine- 


time, bur that;you may ſee, Cont is not ſo vaſt a 
difference amongſt us as you think, in theſe things 


wee are all agreed; | 
Church ipline is. to be learned from the 
plaine and perfect Word of God; and ig ſich par-. 
eiculars as are common to the Church with other 
Societies, is to be direed by the fight of nature, 
the Church obſerving always; the generall rules 


of the Word.. 
A particular! Church confifteth of fuch asin _ 


uſe of the ordinances of Chriſt, doe joyneto 
ther in one bady and ſocictie, to walke in all che 
wayes of Chriſt ; neither are. there __ bay 
members, of a particular Church, burke ſuch ava 
profeſſion are belcevers and Saints. - 

The Church may haye' no. office nor office- 
bearers, but ſuch as are by diving.appointment, 
ns are Elders or Neacpas.ne m more part oh 

2 Fl 
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ly; #3 Paſlors/ Texts; Elders, aid Deacons ; by 
which Chriſt hath \providedforall [thenecedhies 
of the Church. *- 

- Althoughthe civill and Eccteſialtical Soverti- 
ment be'differentikindes of govetniments, yeritis 
A per of part of the civill Magiſtrate, who. is 

r of both . Tables, ro' have a" tart of the 
reb,” ht — his {rrp tral for rl | 
ſerving oO ton , and 9 an 
pegs Churth;'and where the Ma agiſtrate. 
dork his dutie; it is aſpeciall bleffing of God, and. 
he is tobe obeyed inall gy lawtull. . | 
-|Back parricilie Chutch Eath Her owne difes 
and anthoritie; and 'thevleand benefit of alt the 
Orditiances of Chriſt, neither 'is there atly y thing 
r6-be' Yone without the: exprelſe* or ragite' con- 
ſent of the Congregation , Chae be 
at6 proper ant pecdlia? ro a'pirticutar Chn 
whether 'i# eeQion dr WS eve? of Mfiniſi 


or-in"ddvnittinng of | Expointeticgtlog v1 of: trehn. 


bers. 
16 wiln many! reſPRete expedicnt'Botk (Hor ie 4 1 
members of each Church, whether Midi 

projle; aheforrheri fit 1 ing and well- "og 
Fe of the pak ular Chutches {ti 'i Nation pro- 
® d& Chniftiih Religion,” that beſies thei par- 
cieuler aemBiyes:2hd'E Elderhip, te y conveene. 
by eigir Coiton:MGhers Minifters, Ld Elders 
in greater Aſſemblyes, thar marters chat concerns 
_ Churches within their bounds reſpeRive, 
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: 1 16; It i5Jaft and reaſenablethatwhoſoeverwiuld 
introduce anew forme, ſhoald be: obliged 'to_deman- 
ſtrate afor ehand, that the government he wonld.intro« 
ante, be much better than the ather, and able teretom. 

: Therecanbe no loſſe of an evill, and therefore 
you need not call for arecompence- eitherbefore 
or after, ſeeing 'Prelacy is an evill;-as wee have 
proved and ſhall prove, it is neither to be-recom- 

nſcd; normoderated, nor reſerved, but preſent- 

atid wholly to be raken away, whabever-the 
conſequence 'may be.. The'preferice of an: errour 
hinders men from feeing therruch'; if the govern» 
ment be for the preſent hurtfull, and the exerciſe 
miſchievous to others, we need- nat, wee ought 
not to ſpare it till we know what ſhall comemthe 

.- And furtherwe all ſee a-platforme before us a- 
mongft our brethren in the reformed: Churches, 
which we conceive would give ſatisfaQtion inthe 
maine, being accordingito the' former ſixPrope: 
firions,. and:whatalterarion is tobe imnaderin fic 
things wherein one reformed Clunch differs from 
another,theſame may be efte@etdwirhmorepeace, 
that the Epiſcopacy can be. contimeds'* | +» 
17. Wee may ſtill enjoy tht government; whith 


woſt probably holds its inſtitution from the gs 
farre, 


\* Weeare glad you ſuſpe&t your'cauſe [o firre, 


b 


Any. 


having noother chan a ſandy foundation of pro- | © || 
babilitie zwharan'ievill-is ir'that ſo many thou- ', ... .. 


fatids have ſuffered fach forothings,/in ſoules and 
bodies; in-eſtates; FA ' for meere 
FP: 3 pro- 


(34) on 
probabilities, we bleſſe God we have more te 
{ay for our cauſe againſt Epiſcopacy than proba- 
bles, and our.reaſonsfrom Scripturearetheſe;:+ 
. The whole charge of all the affaires of. the 
Church of Epheſus was left to the Elders, A#.20. 
where Saint Pau/tellsthem, that the holy Ghoſt 
had made them overſeers over that flocke whictr 
they were mow, and the word ſignifies in the 
judgement of all, both to feed and torule. : - - - 
Whatſoever you make to belong to Epiſcopas 
cy,asS Epiſcopacy, is either matter of juriſdiction, 
or ordination. Juriſdiction dothnot belong;rothe 
Biſhop; for our Saviour Chriſt ſaith, Goe tell the 
Charch, which Church to interpret of one. man, 
is againſt that place, becauſe he ſaith, Whatſoever 
gee binde, againſt the courſe of Scripture, becauſe 
one man is never cald a Church, and againſt com- 
mon ſenſe, becauſe the word Church , there fig- 
nifies an aſſembly, And for Ordination, the A- 
poſtle ſaith unto Timothy, The gift that is in thee, 

which was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on 
of the hands of the Presbyterie, x Tim. 4. 14. there- 
fore Ordination alſo belongs unto the Elders. 
. Wee finde no rules, nor inſtruRtions in Scrip- 
ture for the ordering of Biſhops, as diſtinguiſhed 
from other Elders, Paſtors, and Teachers ,- and 
therefore wee cannot beleeve, that thiere is any 
ſuch diſtin office : Fndicent nobrs loca, as Yoetins 
woetius cav/. ſpeakes, let them ſhew us thoſe places of Scrip- 
C0. ture, where is that peculiar Miniſtery, and where 
- are thoſe ſpeciallinfiruRions which belong ro the 

Biſhops alone, and not unto other Paſtors > | 


we 
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+ Apoſtle, ordaine Elders, verſ. 5. if any be blame. 75, 
F + Uile, verſ.6, for a Biſhop muſt be blameleſſe, Zjopnuows, 
W verl. 7. Pj I '! nexioguamte- 
erT10\vy 1x2) yap diſerts ponit, que enim evndque be foret ? TH conflituendi ſunt 
Presbyteri qui ſunt fine crimine,unius uxoris viri, quia Epi m cujus officiam, 
poteffas, juriſdiftio & gradus difitrt i presbyrero oportet eſſe ſine crimine , univs 
woricvirum. Gerard, de minifterio Ecrleſiaſtico. i ds 1h 
'* One Biſhop now hath Jurifdiftion over diverſe 5 
Counties and hundreds of Churches, but in the 
Apoſtles times, there were diverſe Biſhops in 
every Citie., Titus 1.. 5. Elders-in ang: itie 
who ( as we have proved before:) are rhe ſame 
with Biſhops, Pb-l. r.. 1. Biſhops. and | Deacons 
at Philipp} ; Its certaine in theſe places they were 
' not all Chriſtians, it is moſt likely, very. few. of ' 
them, and yet thoſe few had Jivers Bilho s ſet 
over them ; other kinde of Biſhops than thele the 
Scripture knows not. Yet in theſe times. the EL- 
ders had extraordinary gifts , as appeares James 
the fift, where the Apo 


le ſets downe a rule for 
MW Cluoches In Hold times, That whey WEIS 
| CX>. 


O_o 
ck; the Elders ſhould anoint him with oyle; 
andſo' heſhould recover ; if then Elders'had'thea 
miricalous gifts, and yet there were divets.ap- 


poinre& for every Citte, theh'it caimor be con- 


ceived;that now when Elders have no ſuch extf4- 


ordinary gifts, yet that one ſhouldbe ſer over ma- 
\* ny Counties, ir may be thouſands, of Congrega= 
07 Ev. he een 
.' Phe Scripture acknowledgeth no ſuperiotitie 
© 'or inferioritie between Officers of the ſame kinde, 
One Apoſtle was not over another,nor one Evan- 
geliſt over-another, nor one Prophet over ano- 
ther (indeed the Scripture ſaich, the ſpirits of the 
\ Prophets are ſubjet to the Prophets, bur this 
ſubjeRion was mutuall , one not. having- more 
power over another , than that other had over 
him) neither is one Deacon over another; and 
what colour of reaſon can be given, that, one Pa- 
ſtour or Teacher ſhould have power oyer ano- 
ther. 

| There is no mention in Scripture of any under 
an Apoſtle or Evangeliſt, that did performe any 
work of office in any place but in his owne par- 
ticular Church ; the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts, 
whichare made diſtin& officers inthe 4th of the 
Sober had their Commiſſion generall for all 
places without any limitation, but 1n this latitude 
of their Commiſfion, they have no ſucceſſours, 
There was no place where Apoſtles or Evange- 
liſts:came, but they had the ſame power, which 
we ſuppoſe none of our Biſhops dare arrogatetg 
themſelves, If therefore they ſucceed not Apo- 
ok © ſtles 
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- I files and 'Evangeliſts in the higneſd of their - 
F Commiſhon, then their: fuccefion muſt bs of 
3 thoſe Paſtors and-Tcachers; whom wee finde the 
+4 -boly: Ghoſt hath ſer over particular Congrega- 
” FLlONnsS.. | 4 ' 
5 _If Church Officers be not limited to feverall 8 
7 Congregations ,then there is no-limicarion by: 
any divine Inſtitution, and if ſo,;then:a Paſtor 
may haye many, yea, all Churches inthe world 
# under him, and fo the Popedome muſt 'begran- 
$ td at moſt inconvenient;;:and not againſt any di- 
F vine Inſtitution. If it ſhould be ſaid, tharthough 
 oficcan overſee divers; yer it followes' not that 
he can overſee all. We anſwer, that no manican 
overſee diverſe; butby ſubſtitutes, and by ſubſti- 
tates he may overſee all; and-ſo the. difference: 
3 willbe onelyynthe inconvenience, and'not inthe 
” unlawfulneſſe, which is inthenature of the'thing. 
You have-here our Arguments, and. if they be 
F weighed withour prejudice , ſurely you your 
& felves wiltjydge them to-bemore:than probabi- 
lities. Wee have not anſwered to every paſlage 
of this Petition; for wee finde many: tautologies. 
Oacly one paffage there is more, which we can- 
nor paſſe by, to which: wee anſwer briefly, and 
then wee have done.: | :/;; © 116 wy D137 
'd. 18: Tou ſay, that this: government (by: Biſhops, Per. 
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th continued many ages :withaut'\ any alterati- 


: If an alteration be made unto:thebetrer, what: Anſel, 
cauſc hath any'to complaine, pins pudy oft ad 
| => ip mcligra 
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 meliora iranfire, Ambref. Epift. 31. 4d YValexs. Te's | 


no ſhame ro change forthe better. , | 

:Tf'rhis goverament:hath beene without any | 
alteration, then it is the ſame every way that it {| 
was before the Reformation, and if ſo, thenit } 
is the very ſame which Antichriſt had retained 


many hundreds of yeares. Now wee will leave |. 


it, to the conſideration" of any indifferent! man, 


whether he can thinke in'his conſcience, tha it }. 
is any way probable, that Antichritt ſhould F. 


retaine the government of. Chriſt: ſo long in + p 


the-ſimplicitie and: puritie of it.. ii: 1s it nor the © 


great defigne of -Antichriſt , to- life up himſelfe Þ 
above Chriſt and his -people '2 and by 'whas © 
meanes could he mote readily effe& this, rhan * 
by corrupting the' goyerament's: Had hee nor 
power to doe it, fecing for many yeares: lies” 
did what he liſted in the Church'y .AlldoAQrities 
that Rood in his way, he hath corrupted, and 


, canit be thought, that he ſhould leave govern- . 4 
ment intire, according to-inftitution;'which was  - 


moſt oppolite to his defigne 2 Pride and arro-\ 4 


gancie, cauſe men above all things to ſeeke ro - 


bring -government under their awne wills ; 'and  - 
who ever - fince. the beginning of, the world: 
ſweld with more pride and arrogincie thats An< 
tichriſt hath done 5» which : appeares. by*his' in- | 
terdicing of Kingdomes, and-bringing Princes" 
under his feet. But now wee hope God wilt 
ſtirre-up the fpirits: of ther/Princes of the ea | 
t0 caſt off with indignation ;:thar-baſe bondage - 
RESLEL! al 
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and Babyaniſh tyranny, they have ſo long been 
mm for > rag bored wee and ery 
Churches of Go » , both doe, 
and ſhall cry to heaven 
co haſten, 


Library of the 


UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
New York 


